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'A Shore Account 


OF THE \ 


LIF 


Of the Reveretd 


Mr. William Reynolds, 


Who ſlept in Jeſus Feb. 26th. 1697. | by 
in the 73d. Year of his Age. = 
Drawn up by ( his peculiar intimate and Fel-| | 
low- Labour e Goſpel for above fifty |}. 

2] Miniſter of the Goſpel. + 


his Funeral Marth t. 1697. 


By John Barrett, Miniſter of the Goſpel, and | < 
one of the Joynt: -Paſtors of a Church of Chriſt. I% 
in Nottingham. 
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Together wich the Sertnon Preached a bi 
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th. 


ed for Tho. Parkburſt. at the Bible and free © 
in i= Cdn 8 Mercers Chapel. 1698, + 


yore 
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Pag. 76. lin. 21. for was, read were, 
P. 80, 1. 3. for twellr, It will, p. 109, 
I. 21. for John Truman,r . Foſeph Tru- 
man, p. 110. |, 1. for Bingſley, r. Bil- 
linzſley, p. 111+ 1+ 17.{for excuſſtonr. ex+ 
curſion, , 


h fats Arran of the Reverend 
Mr. William Reynolds,@c, 


- Prevailed with my Reverend 
Brother Mr, Barrett(one of the 
three Miniſters. that. have hoon 

-: Joynt-Labourers in the; Manifiry 
he Goſpel it-the Town of Netring- 


} 

Brother Mr. Williem: Reys olds,.. 

| by » ſo fit for that Work 'by 

_  reafon my great Grief ypon 
* that ſad Stroke, which, tho! it. came 

' ear to-many, yet with ſome. per 
-Þuliarity came near to me-; | But ber 
10g requeſted, 1 was not unwilling; 
(iy prevailed with to. accompany 
j =the Sermon (preached, immediate- 


| op after - the Intermeagt,) with the 
A 3 follow- 


(4) 
following brief account of ſome 
paſſages of the Life of this Reverend 
Deceaſed Miniſter of the” Goſpel, 


and my ae Upon Nee 
by Entrance upon, i 
and Contitdnes if bi BI5:tE 
work, and our Joynt-call to Not- 
i hens and: ſome: Providences I} 
kiting thereto :*- Which I 'am t 
more capatitated -to'd6, becauſe-it 
is now nearfifty/ five years: ſirice 
we were \firft-intimatoly ' agquaint- 
ed ; andhive conſtantly! lived and 
Jaboured: together i inthe Work of 
the Goſpel forabove! ofie and fifty 
years; both in our SnglVand mar- 
Fred condition,  3N1 
And this I deſire the Reader to 
chk notice 'of as the:truecauſe of; 
(and Which 1 think aithy may;and 
T hope will; prevent alf occaſion of 
offence at)* Try prong aha + 10; many 
paſhges” of my ife -in this 
Hs ay: VWootar's Life : 
Providence having ſo2ittterwoven 
our 


(s) 
our concerns one within another, 
and linked us ſo long "together as 
to our Habitation-work, difficulties 
and deliverances, I reckon I could 
hardly have given any thing a clear 
account of his Life without mention: 
ing thoſeProvidences with reference 
to my ſelf thar here are recorded, 


He was the Son of Mr. William 
Reynolds, Citizen and Cloth-wor- 
ker of London, who afterwards 
alſo became a Merchant, Trading 
to Ruſſia, and was' likewiſe inga- 
ged in the Copperas-works : He 
lived in 44b-cburch Lane. 


This Son. of his, Mr. W:l/iat 
Reynolds, was born at - Bewers (a 
hl artly in Eſſex, partly in 
Suffolk where his Mother lay mm 
of him, among ſome of her Hauſl- 
band's Relations, being by her Huſ. 


bind ſent down from London thi- 


ther, by teaſon of the great Plague 
| AF that 


a 


that was 4n Zondov that, year, the 
firlt of King: Charles the . firſt. He 
was, bora zhe 2Bth of Ooh, 1625, 
and was brought np for ſome con- 
Gderablc time under one Mr, Afpley 
2 Miniſter; and. Sehool-maſter at 
Bilſen pear Hadley, with,yhonrhe 
Boarded, a good Man, under whom 
he ſucked in ſame good Principles: - 
Afterwardy hox ſome ;tjmae . before 
he went .tq, Cambridge, the went 
to Cbrifl*s{, barch $chopl; and from 
thence 19. Cambridge, abgut the 
Month, of May 1644, and was ad- 
mitted of Emmanuel Colledge. Dr. 
Benjamin Whichcott was his Tutor, 
as Dr, Ralph Cudworth was mine, 
2hcy both being rhen 5 gon of that 
Colledge. It was jp che year 1647. 
that he and kbecame Gill jnpiharely 
poquainted,, and I hope, 1 may fay, 
it p35, Religion that was the firſt 


ground. of our arquanmance ; Soon 


atter: we became Chamber-fellows, 
and ſo continued till Summer 1644- 


# and 


(7) 
and all that' time he was ſtudious 
and improving, being ' deſigned by 
his Father, and himſelf defignin 
for the Miniftry. But then he wa 
for ſome time diverted''upon this 
octaſion : 'He had ar Flder Bro- 
ther in R«ſta, who wis'Kis Fathiers 
Faftour there, and proved -extra- 
yapant, whereupon his Father cal- 
1ed him 'home, and? reſolved to 
fend this ſecond” Son®of his ints 
"Ruſſia, to manage his "Buſineſs 
there, as. having more *confidence 
in' his Sobriety and” Ability, Reſt 


age Faithfulneſs ; and there- 


re-he writes to him'/tb Cambridge, 
declaring his purpoſe tro take hin 
off from Univerſity-Studies, and 
"ſend him-tov RAuffa to' manage hjs 
'Buſipels there (2s" aforeſaid) urg- 
ing that it might" otherwiſe prove 
'to his 'Fathers great prejudice : 
This was no pleaſing Tydings t6 
this his'Son; and: as fittle to me; 
but 1 daft: not adviſe him againſt 
com» 


(8) 
complying with his Fathers deſire 
and will, only perſwaded him (not 
knowing but that .God by his 
Providence. might ſo, order .it, 
that he might return.again ro his 
Studies in; order to. the Miniſtry, 
which God was pleaſed rape 
to do, both. for his own and 
Churches /g00d) to , take his De. 
gree of Batchelor of Arts at Mid- 
lummer 1644. . tho}, bjs;time in or- 
dinary courſe to take that Degree 
was not..till, the Janwary follow- 
ing; and he. did. accordingly take 
the Degree.of Midſymmer-Batche- 
lor, his  Foikgr being, wilog, to 
it. | 


In July he PLS year jt took 
ſhipping: for Ruſſia, 1 going down 
with, him. to Graveſesd, .and ſee- 
ing bim aboard, on Ship ; ; and in 
the two and . twenty, months of 
his being . out of England, we. had 
intercourſe by Letters, as much as 
the 


(9) 
the diſtance .of place would admit,” 
Ia' Auguſt 1645. his Father died, 
and lett -4. very perplexed- Eftate, 
tho' -he had driven a great Trade, 
and. was judged Rich; .,þut it is 
thought. he over-did himſelf in. 
Merchandiſe; and in;his gage 
ment in the, Copperas works, He: 
hearing of- bis Fathers Death, left: 
his Buſineſs, in the |beft hands he 
could , haſtned over.;to; England 
(rhe moſt- part. of the. way by: 
Land') not queſtioning/+but toy 
_ found 2 good Eſtate left, and: 
+ himſelf to-baye- had a con{iderable 
ſhate in it: \He came-:10 London 
in-May 1646. but when. he- came, 
he found no Eſtate lefr:,: and his 
Elder”: Brather- a Priſoner in the 
Kitng's-Benth:; for Debt; /' which 
is diſcouraged him, not know- 
ing what courſe to rake. The long 
Parentheſis .of two and twenty 
months as-to his Academical Stu- 
dies tho'che had kept _ 
ad 


(10) 
had got) quite diſcou him 
at preſent Fm Fung. _gr ers 
in order to the Work of the 
Miniſtry, - tho* I earneſtly perſwad- 
ed him to it; - But he reſolved: to 
go to Sea again, and to ſettle in 
ſome way'ot. Merchandiſe, andiin 
order to that agreed with a Ma- 
{ter of a Ship that was to go ro 
the Straits: But God graciouſly 
in mercy to him,and to his' Chureb, 
ſtept in/ and prevented it by /a 
wiſe, holy; gracious, and very res 
markable Providence ; over-ruling . 
to this /parpoſe an illegal ation 

of Man, \ 'namely, an :unjuft Im- 
prifonment' of 'this : his. Servant”: 
Being thus'-d{tained; he was bim- 
dred ' from his' Voyages, i and the 
Ship wherein he was to.have gone, 
put to Sea- foon aftery;-and neithey 
it, nor any-*of the Patſengers were 
heard of more, it was ſuppoſed to 
be ftranded.'- Thus his: Life was 
faved, and he preſerved for the 
3 Work 


( 1x ) 
Work of the Miniſtry, in which 
God uſed and bleſſed him for above 
one and fifty years. And can we 
do other than make a little ſtand 
here, and expreſs our admiring, 
adoring thoughts of God ! Oh 
the tender watchful Providence of 
God over his People, who ſpies 
out their way for them, ſees, and 
prevents the dangers before them, 
which they faw not, and ſtops up 
ſuch a dangerous way! What 
cauſe have we to praiſe God for 
his preventing Mercies, and deli- 
vering us irom unſeen dangers ! 
and what cauſe have we to com- 


mit our way to the Lord conti- 


nually, and to ſubmit to his wiſe 
Condue even in thoſe Inſtances 
of it that croſs our preſent Incli- 
nations, and we do not ſee at firſt 
cant be any way advantagious to 
us, but conclude with the old Pa- 
triarch miftakingly, all theſe thiogs 
are againſt us! The occaſion of 


this 


— n — 


(12) 
this illegal; but merciful, and gra- 
ciouſly over-ruled  Impriſonment, 
was this, his Brother being a Pri- 
ſoner in the Xing's-Bench, yet ha- 
ving literty to go abroad with a 
Keeper, tmhade an eſcape; of which 
this his Brother, Mr. W:{liam Rey- 
molds, had no knowledge, till af- 
ter he was gone : But hereupon 
the Marſhal of the Ming's-Bench 
Sir John Lenthal ( Brother to the 
Speaker of the then Houſe of 
Commons) arreſted him, and caſt 
him 1nto- Priſon, tho* he had no 
knowledge of, or hand in his Bro- 
ther's Eſcape, and he was alſo then 
ſomewhat under the Ape, of one 
and twenty years, and ſo not li- 
able to any-ſuch Aion againſt 
him ; and he continued for ſome 


Months a Priſoner in Ludgate, 


which Priſon he made choice of, 
he as a Scholar having liberty: to 
chuſe his Priſon : But at laſt; be- 
fore the end of that Summer, his 
Brother 


( 13) | 
Brother was re-taken in Wates : 
and then he was ſet at liberty ; and 
tho' he had ſufficient ground to 
Sue him that impriſoned him, for _ 
Falſe Imprifonment, yet he being 
a great Man, and having ſeized 
ſome of his Brother's Trunks and 


Writings, which he would not de- 


liver without this our Mr. Rey- 
old's promiſe that he would not 
Sue him ; he at his Brother's de- 
fire, and to procure him better 
Treatment, made Sir Fohn Lenthat 
ſuch a promiſe'; and fo that buſineſs 
went off. | I often vifited him in 
Priſon. 


That Summer, wiz. about Mid- 
ſummer 1646, I was invited tv 
Preach ar £ eighton-bean deſert 1n 
Bedfordſhire, two miles from Hock- 
ley, and I did ſupply that Place 


the remainder of that Summer ; 


uſually going from Cambridge 
( which was thirty miles diſtant } 
on 


( 14 ) 
on. Saturdays, and returning on 
Mondays ; intending to ſettle again 
in Cambridge for that Winter : But 
the People of Leighton were very 
importunate, that I ſhould come 
and ſettle among them, and at faft 
I yielded to their Importunity , #nd 
about November did remove thither 
and boarded ; and being once et- 
tled there, I did earneſtly invite 
my dear Brother Reynolds to come 
down thither and live with me, in 
order to his ſtudying and entring 
upon Preaching which invitation 
he did accept of, and in December 
1646 he came down and lived with 
me, and we have lived together 
ever fince, till God took him to 
himſelf the 26th of February 1693 
always liviog under the fame Roof, 
(though while he was married 
keeping diſtin& Houſes) and ſty- 
dying in the fame Room, and 
writing at the ſame Table. _ 
This 


(15) 

This Relation I have teen' the 
more large in, that Go ds. ſpecial 
Providence in calling him : to the 
work. of the Miniſtry, after ſome 
conſiderable Diverfions and Dif- 
couragements,. and his fixing him 
in it may be the mor ce taken notice 
of, and thabkfully owned, eſpeci- 
ally by thoſe whom God made his 
Miniſtry profitable to ; as bleſſed 
be God, he hath made it to many 
Souls. 


After his coming, down: to me 
at Leighton , he ſoon began to 
Preach, though not often at firſt : 
And' God blefiing his Studies and 
Labours, they proved acceptable 
and profitable, In Sprng 2647- 
the Town - of Okzughamin Berk- 
ſhire ( where my Mother and a 
. Brother of mine had an Houſe, 
and lived in the-Summer. time ) 
was tn preſent ,wint- of a 'Mint- 
fter, -on this occaſton. Mr. Zobn 

| | Bate- 
B 


(16) 
Bateman had been their Paſtor, a 
folid Learned, godly Miniſter, and 
a very profitable practical Preacher, 
whoſe: Labours God had wonder- 
fully blefled in the Converſion and 
Edification of many Souls (for there 
were many godly perſons ir} thar 
place, and ſeveral rhat were very 
Eminent: Chriſtians both for piits 
and graces : ) and I have ſpecial 
occaſion to mention this faithful 
Servant of Chriſt, Mr. Bateman, 
with honour and great thankful- 
neſs to God for him, God make- 


ing him graciouſly his Inſtrument; 


to work upon me and do me much 
good while I went to School there. 
In the Year 1642, there being then 
or ſoon after Garriſons at Reading, 
Henley and Bafmg-Houſe y he was 
driven with his Family from O#- 
inghaw; and ſoon after placed in a 
good Living at £:ttle- Munden in 
Hertfordſbire: Yet at the end of 
the Wars as his former People at 
Oking- ' 


; 


| 
| 


, 


e 
| 


(17) 
Okingbham were earneſt for his re- 
turn to them, ſo he reſolved it; 
but ould not effect it till the latter 
end of the Year 1647. Upon this 
account  Okinghaw wanting a ſup» 
ply, and my Brother Reyno/ds and 
I being in Spring 164y. invited tp 
ſupply the place, till chew formet 
Miniſter above-mentioned could re- 
turn, we undertook between us the 
ſupplying of Leighton and Oking- 
ham too (though thirty Miles dif- 
tant) for halt a year; taking our 
turns each of us, two Lords Days 
in one Place, and two in the other : 
There his Miniſterial Labours , 
through Gods Blefling, were attend- 
ed with good Succeſs. During that 
time, he had an invitation ro a 
good Liying, Binfeld ewo Miles 
from Otingham, but he did not ac- 
cept the offer; we both being un- 
willing to part, and indeed, being 
y oung, not wiliog i9 take upon us 


 _ @ PaVoral Charge. 


B 2 Atier 
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After the Expiration of the half 
Year at Okingham, we continued 
together at Leighton : And about 
Spring 1648, the Town of Azleſ- 
bury in Buckinghamſhire , ſeven 
Miles from Leighton, wanted a 
Preaching Miniſter, whereupon my 
Brother Reynolds was invited thi. 
cher, and accepted the Invitation, 
and with our own and the Peoples 
Conſent we parted the Work be- 
tween us, we being each of us in 
courſe, one Lords Day at Leighton, 
and the other at Ailesbury ;, that 
thereby we might gain more time 
for ſtudying - Our Habitation was 
at Leighton, where after ſome time 
L kept Houle. 


In the Year 1648. Mr, Reynolds 
commenced Mr. of Arts in Gam- 
bridges as in the Year 1649, we 
both did in Oxford. In the Year 
1649. the Engagement being re- 
quired to be taken by all Mini{- 
ters 


(19) 
ters, and eſpecially ſuch as received 
Augmentations , and we being un- 
ſatisfied to take it , the Augmenta- 
tion for Leighton (which was the 
only maintenance there) failed, the 
maintenance at Ales bury was not 
by Augmentation, but out of the 
Impropriation bought in, which be- 
longed to my ' Brother MXeynolds ; 
yet the Committee ſitting there, it 
would not- be paidys but we not- 
withſtanding, continued Preaching 
in both Places till Lady Day 1650, 
when we gave over Azesbury, 


Some' that may read this, .poſli- 
bly may not know, and therefore it 
may be proper to tell ſuch,what the 
Engagement was. It was in theſe 
words ; © I do declare and promiſe 
*I will be true and faithful to the 
*Common-Wealth of England, as 
* it is now eſtabliſhed, without a 
* King or Houſe of Lords. 

B 3 Could 


(20) 

Could we have been ſatisfied, 
that no more had been mean, by 
being rue ard fazthful, than to live 
quietly and peatcably, and not by 
any unlawful ways, to diſturb and 
make any alteration in that Govern- 
ment $s this we could have decla- 
red, and aQtually did perform : 
But we conceived by thoſe words 
was intended and fignifted, an 
approbation of, and endeavour- 
ing to, promote that Government, 
and this we were not fatisfied to 
declare ;' this Alteration of the Go- 
vernment being made by an Army, 
and a fmall part of the Houſe of 
Commons, the reſt being forcibly 
excluded. But tho' we were de- 
prived of the Maintenanee, we con- 
tinued to Preach at Azlsbury till 
Marth 1.5. 1650. (as betore) fo at 
Leighton a year longer , wiz. £6 
Mavch 25. v6518. but did riot take 
a Paſtoral Charge upon us, nor were 
Ordained while there, not expeQ- 
* | ing 


(21) 
ing (all cixcnotances conſidered) 
that we {hould be able rofix there; 
tho* we never ſbught out for any 
other Places, bur waited for a Call 
from God and ſome People during 
owt ſtay at Leighton, as in the 
; Year 1649. we tooka Journey into 
the Eaſtera Countaes of the Nation, 
fo in the year p650. we took a 
Journey into the Welllem: parts, 
2s far as Senvar, the utatolt Town 
Weſtward in: Cornwall; where we 
ſpent a Lord's,Day, thent! nat ha- 
ving been a Serman»betore of ſome 
years, and ithe&;People' were very 
urgcot with ws to have: ſpent ano- 
ther Lord's; Day with: them), but 
our -bufinefs was :fo laid, that we 
cquid not; Theſe Jfaucneys we 
could rhe: better take, :becauſe 
Leightov dying in one2of the uſual 
Roeads.bet ween Crmbridge:and. 1Ox- 
fard, and -we having many Ac- 
quaintancelimbath Univerbties, ſc; 
Mr..Row, Mr. Henving, Mr. Loder, 
| B 4 Mr. 
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Mr. Polwhe!, Mr. Baſwet, Mr Tick- 
bil, and many othersz'we could'get 
our places ſupplied; * Ns 


But now I ſhall give an account 
of the unexpected, and ſomewhat 
peculiar - Providence of God in 
pur Call to Nottingham, which was 
in this manner, In'the month of 
February 164+. the Ways being ex- 
ceeding deep, Mr."Adrian Cook, a 
diſcreet, intelligent, ſober perſon, 
being then Carrier -of Notting- 
bam, came out-: of 'the uſual 
Road from Fenny- Strat ord to Lon- 
don, and: thinking to find the Road 
ſomewhat better, - came to Leigh- 
fax to Lodge there, a thing he ne- 
ver did::before, or ' after, ' except 
when he .brought our Books. and 
Houſhold © goods to - Nottingham. 
He Lodging -at an Inn'in Leighton, 
and being a man” free in .dif- 
courſe, asked the Landlady, what 
Religion they were of, and what 

[2 Miniſter 
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Miniſter they had ; ſhe anſwered 


him, that there were' two lived 
and Preached in Town, but that 
they wete 'not like to bave them 
long, there being no ſettled Main- 
tenance'for'them : He hearing this, 
deſired to* ſpeak with us, or one 
of us,' and the Landlady ſent ap to 
our houſe accordingly ; and (which 
{ think 1s a circumſtance not. un» 
fit to be mentioned, and did among 
other things incourage us to hope 
that God was opening us a Way, 
and going before us in this mat» 
ter) one of us had ſpent that day 
in Faſting and Prayer by himſelf; 
and the other of us went to the 
Inn to: Mr, Cook, and had ſome 
difcourſe with him; and deſired 
him to come up to our houſe in 
the Evening, that we might have 
ſome further Converſe with him : 
accordingly he did, and we had 
much diſcourſe with him about 
Nottingham, and Afﬀeairs there, we 
having 


(24 ) 
having read a little before in Print 
a Relation of ſeveral Occurrences 
that happened there in the time _ 
of the Wars: He then. told us, 
the Pariſh of St. Merzy's in 
Nottingham was deftitute of a fixed 
Miniſter, and .had been ſp for ſome ' 
time, having had none fully ſettled 
fince the Death of the Reverend 
and worthy Mr. Falkingham, who 
Died before the 2 5th af March 1649. 
and that the. Work of the Place 
was too much for one. We told 
him, we were but Young men, 
and not yet Ordained.; beſides, 
the Place.,was.a great and pub- 
fiok one, and we got, being fatil- 
fied to take the Engagement, it was 
not likely that we ſhould have 
any peaceable. comfortable Setele- 
ment there : His Reply was, that 
we were upon this latter. account 
the more likely to beacceptable to 
a conſiderable number.:. of - the 
People there. In conclultan, ar 
| tol 


—» aw ww i ww ww ro iv Wo oo 


(25) 
told him, that if we lived till Sum- 


_ mer, (as we did 1n the year 1649. 


take a Journey into the Eaſtern 

ts, and in the year-1650. into 
the Weſtern, ſo) we had ſome - 
thoughts ia that approaching year 


* x651. to take a Journey into the 


Northern parts, at leaſt as far as 
Tark, and we would call at, and ſee 
Nottingham in our way. And after 
this diſcourſe he and we parted ; 
and we did not think any further of 
the buſineſs, nor expe to hear any 
thing further of it, it being only 
thus occaſionally diſcourſed of, as 
above related. But about rhe "I 
ginning of March 164+. when we 
with another Miniſter were ingag- 
ed in keeping a day in' Prayer and 
Preaching about ſeven miles from 
Leighton; a ſpecial Meſſenger that 
Evening came with a Letter to us, 
which was brought to Leighton by 
one Mr. Spencer,one of the Church- 
wardens of the Pariſh of St. Mary's 

1n 
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in Nottingham, ſigned by the Ho- 
nourable Francis 'Pierpoint Eſq;, a 
Member of Parliament for Nor1#ng- 
ham, and an Inhabitant there,. and 
by ſome that were Aldermen of the 
Town, and of that Pariſh, and ſome 
other principal Inhabitants and Pa- 
riſhioners, inviting us to come over 
to Nottingham, and ſpend ſome 
time in Preaching among them in 
order to mutual tryal and fatiſ- 
faction; which we conſented to, 
and returned anſwer, that we could 
not come juſt then, but, God wil- 
ling would be with them by the 
end of March; and in the mean 
time we kept a-Day of Faſting and 
Prayer with ſeveral of the Inhabr- 
tants of Leighton, with the aſſiſtance 
of ſome of the Neighbouring Mi- 
niſters, to ſeek the. Lord in this 
great Aﬀairs and tho' the people 
of Leighton were unwilling that we 
ſhould leave them, yet conſidering 
there was no vilible way of ſub- 
ſiſtence 
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fiſtence among them, but principaF 
ly conſidering the peculiarities of 
Providence that ſeemed to appear 
in this matter, they could nor gain- 
lay our going upon Tryal: And 
accordingly we did go; andcame to 
Nottingham on Friaay the 28th of 
March 1651. the Church-wardens, 
Mr.Spencer, and Mr.Richard Watkin- 
ſon coming to meet us fome miles 
from the Town. We both preach- 
ed on Lord's Day the zoth, and at- 
ter Sermons ſeveral of the Pariſhio- 
ners came to us, and deſired us to 
ſpend ſome further Sabbaths with 
them, which we conſented to; on- 
ly aequainted them, that we were 
ingaged in a Journey to 7ork, but if 
they deſired it, would, God in- 
abling, be back again on the Ja- 
tarday following, That which mo- 
ved us to chuſe that week tor our 
Journey to Tork, was becauſe the 
Wedneſday was appointed to be a 
publick Faſt, relating to the _— 
© 
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of Scotlaud;, which we were not 
very well ſatisfied abour ; bur we 
did afterward, when ſettled, uſe to 
keep thoſe days ; for though we 
might not be fatisfied in every 
thing relating to them,yet we were 
fatistied, and willing to imbrace op- 
portunities, to be humbled for our 
own, and the Nations ſins, and to 
ſeek God for mercy. Yet knowing 
there were ſome differences, and 
too great animoſities, among even 
the Erious part of the Nation, about 
the Engagement, and the keeping 
of thoſe Days, we thought it not 
prudencegat our firſt coming among 
them to appear on ſuch an occa- 
ſion in publick. So on Monday 
we went towards 7ork, and came 
thither on Tueſday, and ſpent the 
Faſt-day there, heard that Reverend 
and Eminent Miniſter of Chriſt, 
Mr. Edward Bowles, and Mr. Wil- 
liams ; and on Thurſday we ſet out 
for our return to Nottingham, and 
" ſoon 


| 
| 
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foon after we came out of 7ork; 
we providentially tel} into the com- 
pany. of the above-mentioned Mr, 
Bowles, and laid the firſt Founda- 
tion of our Acquaintance with that 
worthy man, which we kept up 
til the time of his Death, which 
was a little before, or juſt about 
Bartholomew-NDay 1662. We had 
much very fatisfying and impro- 
vivg diſcourſe with him in the 
Journey, and his company occa- 
fioned us to go by Newark, where 
we lay on Friday night, and came 


' to Nottingham on Saturday before 


noon; Where they had provided us 
a Lodging in a private houſe, one 
Mrs. Stokes's, where we Boarded 
for a year, till we altered our con- 
dition, and married. 


After this many of the Pariſf 


| met with us, and defired us to 


continue with, and ſettle among 


| them, as their Miniſters : We told 


them 
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them, we were not yet Ordained, | 
nar had ever taken a Paſtoral * 


charge upon us; not ſeeing any 


likelyhood of a Settlemeat in the | 


Places we had formerly preached 


inz nor ſhould be willing to do it * 


et, unleſs ſome ſuch order accord- 
ing to the Scripture, with the con- 
ſent of the People we ſhould be cal- 
led to be Miniſters unto, were agreed 


on, that all Gods Ocdinances both - 
teaching and ſealing, and the. exer- ? 
ciſe of Scripture-Diſcipline, might | 
be ſet up and maintained ; that ſoy * 


ignorant and profane Perſons, neg- 
I:tors of Family-Worſhip, and 
ſuch as ſhould be guilty. of any 
Scandal, might be kept from pro+ 
faning the Ordinances ofGod, and 
be brought to Repentance and 
Reformation, But in caſe this 
were conſented to, we, would 
be Ordained and ſettle. among 
them ; as their Miniſters, 


ANAL ..c 
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* They alſo diſcourſed with us 
 * ſomething concerning Maintenance, 
2 we told them, that while we conti- 
F nued ſingle, leſs ſhould content us, 
| bur when we were married, we 

ſhould expe& ſome addition. Here- 
| upon they offered us threeſeore 
* Pounds a year a-piece , while we 
* continued fingle Perſons , and one 
* hundred Pounds a year a-piece , 
| when we ſhould be married, and a 
2 Dwelling Houſe; the Vicarage 
2 Houſe being part fallen down, and 
* all of it very ruinous. We difired no 
2 more,and that was made good after- 
| ward by the Vicarage Lands: Mr. 
| Hanley's FridayLeQture,ſome allow- 
ance from the Corporation, and 
 Augmentations, till the end of the 
year 1660, when the Augmentati- 
*ons failed; and the allowance forMr, 
\Hanley's LeQure failed indeed ſome 
'time before that ; for it was with- 
held from us ty him who enjoyed 
Mr. HZanley's Eſtate, and was never 
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payed vs, for the four laſt years of | 
our being inthe Publick,tho'theLe&- | 
ure was kept up by us'all that tine. ? 


Some time after this firſt meet- * 
ing, we had another more general 
meeting, of all che Houfe:Keepers 2 
of the - Pariſh that would "core, ® 
(and it was very "numerous )'on a / 
Lord's Day after Evening Sermor ; 
wherein we propounded to them , 
Whether they did make ' choice * 
of us as'their Miniſters; and would 
concur and join' with us in ſetting 
up, and maintaing fuch Goſpel Or- ; 
der, as might tend to due admini- 
ſtration ot  all' Ordinances, ard * 
keeping them' pure '' from fin- * 
ful mixtures” and/ profane” intruſi- | 
ons 2 And we further told then, 
we would by no means impoſe upon 
them, but would preach upon Sub- | 
jes of that tendency; and endea- 
vour by the word,to clear and prove 
the way we deſired andiintended to 

" walk 
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| walkin, as to Church Government 


and Diſcipline, before we put it 


'* 9 into Practice. This they general. 
7 ly conſented to, TI remember not 
any, that declaredatiy thing againſt 


what. we. propounded'; and we 
did preach ſome Sermons on theſe 
Subjecs. 


And in O#ober 1651. we went 


! up. to Loydon, and were Ordain- 
1 ed in Azdrew. Underſhaft Church, 


with about, fifteen others, of which 
number, the Eminent Mr. George 
Swinnock Was. one , The  Modtra- 
tor was Mr. (afterward Dr.) Mav- 
ton : There, were-preſeart and. join- 


| ed in the work Dr. Sparſiow, Mr. 
' Simeon, Aſh, Mr. Elidad Blackwel, 
| Miniſter of-that Congregation, Mr. 
| Batham: 


After our return to Nottingham, 
we. ſoon proceeded, we and the 
People, to chuſe Ruling Eidzrs (to 

C2 C- 
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be aſſiſtant to us, and join with us 
in the admiſſion of Perſons into 
Church Communion in all Ordi- 
nances, and to be Cenſors of the 
Manners and Converſation of Per- 
ſons, and to alliſt in all a&s of 
Order and Diicipline, that did not 
belong peculiarly to Miniſters) 
and two Deacons; the Pariſh be- 
ing large, the Ruling Elders were 
eight, viz. theſe that follow, the 
Honourable Francis Pzerpoint Eſq; 
Alderman John Fillingham , Mr. 
Adrian Garner, Mr. Richard Haw- 
kins, Mr. William Flamſleed, Mr. 
Arthar Stevens, Mr. Stephen Gar- 
zer, Mr. Samuel Fillingham. 


Before we did this, we ſet apart 
a Day for Faſting and Prayer, to 
ſeck God in this matter, and our 
godly and able Brother Mr. Rich- 
ard Whitchurch , Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, in the Pariſhes of St, 
Peter and Nichol/a, joined with 
us 
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us in the Day, as alſo ſetting up the 
work in his Congregation; and 
then we proceeded to the admi- 
niſtration of the Sacraments, and 
ſo continued till the year 1662. 
injoying much Peace and Com- 
fort with our People and our neigh- 
bour Miniſters, and to the Lord 
be all the Praiſe) through his 
gracious Bleſſing, there wanted 
not incouraging Succeſs to our 
Labours, tho' poor ones, for fo I 
muſt call my own at leaſt. 


In the year 1652. on the 25th. 
of March I was married to the 
Daughter of Dr. Authony Tuckney, 
then Maſter of Emmanuel, and aft- 
teward of St. John's Colledge in 
Cambridze, and Regius Profellor of 
Divinity : And on the 1oth of May 
in that ſame year, my Brother Rey- 
molds was married to Mrs. Juſanna 
Mellor of Derby, Daughter to Al- 
derman Me!lorz ſhe was a grave, 

C 3 {crious, 
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ſerious, and traly godly Woman 
and a very meet help : She'lived 
with him nineteen years, viz. ta 
the roth of April 1671. and then 
died of a Conſumption : By ber he 
had two Sons and two Daughters ; 
his Eldeſt Son a very pious young 
Man, died when about twenty 
years of Age, in his Apprentiſhip 
at London: He ſat there under the 
Miniſtry of the late Eminent Dr. 
Anniſley. His Elder Daughter and 
Younger Son died young, the for- 
mer when a little turned ſix years 
old, and even when ſo young, ex- 
preſſed a very hopeful, comfortable 
ſenſe and ſavour of ſpiritual and 
eternal things ; the other died in 
its Infancy : His Younger Daugh- 
ter (now living) was married in 
the year 1684, to Mr. Same! 
Coates, a worthy Diſſenting Mini- 
ſter, now ſertled with a People at 
Mansfeld in Nottinghamſhire, 


About 
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About. the year. 165 Þ.1 with 


the conſent, advice and aſliſtance 


of ,qur ing of the we ſet upqn. the 
Buildjn the | Vicara Beouſe ; 


F#alti 


pr 10n gave the Timber; and 
cop le once., and again, con- 
bated yery conſiderable Summs, 
yet notwithſtandigg theſe helps, it 
colt us, between us, three hundred 
pounds. 


About the beginning of the year 
1656. (our. Reverend Brother Mr. 
Richard Whitchurch above-men- 
tioned, Miniſter. of St. Peters and 
Nicholas in Nottingham, being in a 
Conſumption) our Dear and Reve- 
rend Brother Mr. ; Fobn | Barrett, 
was called to this his Native place 
to be Aſſiſtant to Mr. Whitchurch, 
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About September 1656. Mr. Whit- 
church died, and Mr. Barrett was 
choſen Paſtor of that Congrega- 
tion, and is yet living, and preach- 
ed the Sermon herewith printed ; 
tho' he has all along been conflidt- F 
ing with many bodily Infirmities, 
yet God hath graciouſly in mercy 
to this place, inabled him to go 
well through his Work. 

And through God's great. good- 
neſs, we continued with much 
peace, unanimity and comfort, a- 
mong our ſelves, ( we that were 
Minitters in the Town ) and with 
our People, and our Brethren, the 
Neighbour-Miniſters. We met with 
very little diſcouragement or di- 
ſturbance, till the latter end of the 
year 1660, and fo onward till A4a- 
guſt 1662. when all three of us 
were put out. In thoſe two years 
we all three of us, met with di- 
ſturbance by Indi&tments for not 
Reading Common-prayer,and _ 
tne 
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the Spiritual Court, yet through 
the great goodneſs of God, we 
continued our Miniſterial Work in 
publick, till within two moaths 
of Bartholomew-day, we being all 
three ſuſpended from Preaching 
about the beginning of July ; and 
my Brother Reynolds was Excom- 
municated after Barthelomew-1 zde, 
and put to much Expence 1a Jour- 
neys to Tork and Loxdon about that 
Excommunication ; at laſt he pro- 
cured a Prohibition, his Excom- 
munication being direC&ty againſt 
the Act of Indempaity ; but what 
trouble he my Brother Barret? 
and I were put to about that 
time, I ſhall forbear further to re» 
late, and be more brief in ſome 
other particulars, becauſe they are 
already in Print in the Confurmiſts 
fourth Plea for theNonccnformiſts, 


page 36, 37, 43, 44, 77- 


In 


<>, 1 

fa 'Ofober 1662. Brother Rey- 
#olds and I, with'our Familie , Ie 
inidved from Norham to ColSich 
ball, (about a mile from , Norting- 
ham) an houſe of Sir John tl 
Rers's, where we lived till t 
Five-mile AR, took place, whick 
Was the 25th of March 1666, 
Some Diſturbanices we met wit 
While we lived there, tho' we re- 
ceived great refpe&t and kindneſs 
from Sir John Maſters, who would 
take no Rent of Us. 


In the year 1665. ( the great 
Sickneſs-year) we were Imprilone; 
. with many others at the Black- 
Moor's Bead In in Nottingham, 
we had never any thing laid, to 
our Charge, but after about twelve 
weeks Cconfinement were releaſed. 
Soon afrer, my Brother Reynolds 
fell into a ſore fit of Sickneſs , 
occaſioned (as was thought ) by 
his late cloſe Impriſonment, it 
was 
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was fegted it would have 'carried 
him-off, it 'brought him ſo v 
weak, but God reſerved him "©, 
further work z though his rec6- 
very was very flow, and not} 
fe&ed trill about Mzdfurmmer 1666. 
In the midft of this 'his 11hheſs, 
we were neceſſitated by the five 
mile AR, to remove on a 'cofd 
ſnowy Day, (the 24th. of March) 
not being able to ride on Horfe- 
Back, he was fain, not without 
- er, to be carried in a Coach 
:#gham where he had the 

lderty of Lodgings, in an Houſe 
of a very wor _ Gentleman and 
ood Friend Porter ( ſince 

eceaſed) Thus were we forced 
to leave our Families, 


In that quarter of a Year be- 
tween the 25th. of March ahd 
Midſamwuer £666. he not _ 
well able to travel; by reafon ot 
remaining weakneſs, I went about 
to 
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to find a fit Habitation for us 
and our Families that remained 
ſtill ar Colwick Hall. At length 
we fixed upon a place, called , 
Sherbrook, in Derbyſhire, three 
miles beyond Mansfield , and fit- 
teen from Nottingham, and re- 
moved thither with our Families 
about Midſummer ; where we li- 
ved two years, and frequently 
went over to Nottingham , when 
we could with any fafety have 
our mectings , though we could 
have none then bur very private- 
ly and in the Night ; and when 
we could not with any ſafety, 
g0 over to preach to our People, 
we made Sermons, and ſent over 
the Notes to them. 


Finding. the Houſe at Sherbrook, 
to be very inconvenient and fo- 
litaryz at Midſummer 1668, we 
took an Houſe at Mansfeld, three 
mules nearer to our beloved People, 
at 
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at Nottingham, that our Hearts 
could not but be much upons 
and at this Town we lived ſome- 
what above nineteen years, till 
Oftober 1687. when we removed 
to Nottingbam, 


During our ſtay at Mansfeld, 
God gave us (bleſſed be his Name) 
many opportunities of going O- 
ver to our People at Not!t:ngham, 
though with ſome intervals by 
Reaſon of Perſecution ſometimes 
breaking out. We uſually were 
with them every fortnight's Lord's 
Day, as my Brother Barrere was 
with them the other Lord's Day, 
aſſiſted by ſome other of our 
Brethren, in a' ſtated Courſe. 


And I muſt needs here remem- 
ber, and a litte particularly re- 
cord with humble thanktulneſs, 
the manifold experiences we had 
of God's goodneſs to us, in that 
nine- 
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nineteen years. time at, Maxsfeld: 
In, giving. us ſo, many free, qui; 
et. and peaceable . Sabbaths with 
our People, enabling us, to. gg 0- 
ver, and- ſpend Lord's Days, and 
adminiſter all Ordinances, among. 
them, when we could not dwell 
with them ; which. laſt- was a 
Mer CY indeed, that both, they and, 
we much deſired and. prayed-far, 
as.. tending. more. to. mutual, edi- 
fication and. comfort, and the, dif: 
charge of ; our. Miniſterial Office 
more. fully; and , God. did. at. laſt _ 
give us. in.this Mercy, at a ves 
ry. unhkely time, and, by. une 
likely means, ( as may be hin, 
ted .hereafter) yet, in the mean 
time, (while this could not be 
obtained) to have liberty. ſo fre- 
quently,. to. ſee and converſe. with 
our People, was a Mercy. highly , 
valuable, and the. more ſo, be-- 
cauſe denied to ſeveral others of, 
God's Miniſters-; who, to their. 
great 
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reat grief were quite driv 
Fes thi People, and het! A 
lation to them 'rendred uncape- 
ble' of being * Kept up by 'perſo- 
cal' converſe, or any proper Mi- 
niſterial 'A&s ; their People, bro- 
pn atid they driven far from 
them , and not able to admini- 
ſter and enjoy any Ordinances 
with them, nor expreſs their af- 
feQion and r fation | to them, bur 


by Prayer or them at. a great, 
di ſtance. ' 


Again, I, reckon, God's good- 
neſs was remarkable, and to be 
rfientioned with ag - Accent, in 
preferying my Brother Reynolds 
and me, in our ſo conſtant” Jour- 
= 'S to © " work, with our Peo- 

I, in all weathers and. ſeaſons, 
or 'lo many Years ; and in pre- 
ſerving us in our 'work, notwithe. 

nding the very incommodious 

aces Zang | Hours, we were forced. 


to 


” 


> ”>— 


( 45) 
to; in times of Reſtraint, to the 
apparent hazard of, and yet thro' 
Gods gracious interpoſure, with- 
out any actual damage to our 
Health : And once more, in pre- 
ſerving us from the vigilance 
and violence of Adverfaries, and 
ſomerimes reſcuing us by his 
Providence, when we were e- 
ven falling into their Mouths, 
and almoſt as a Prey between 
their Teeth, Neither were our 
Brother Barett's Difficulties, and 
Experience of Gods Protection 
leſs in thoſe times; he coming 
frequently to Nottingham, than 
when he could not do it but by 
Nights and by reaſon of the 
nearneſs of his Habitation, being, 
but five miles from Town, he 
was in the perilous times ſome- 
what oftner with his and our 
People, than we who were at a 
greater diſtance . could be; and 
yet, though in perils oft, God 
Was 


£ 
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| was graciouſly pleaſed to pre- 
ſerve him; and deliver him out 
of them alls as he did us. God 
joining us. as in our Miniſte- 
rial Charge, and Lalours, and 
Difficulties, at Notianghem ; {0 
likewiſe in the Experience of a 
very tender watchful Providence, 
and merciful Prefervations in our 


Attendance cn our Work there in 
the moſt difficult Times. 


Theſe things call for an Eber- 
e2er, a Stone of Remembrarce, to 
be {ct up to the praiſe of an All- 
mighty, All-wite, Infinitely Gra- 
clous God. 


And we had a great deal to 
own God for ton, during out 
abode at Maxsfeids not only 
with reference to the torementi- 
oned Opportunuies, we had 
(while there) of 2 comfortable , 
and fate, and ſometunes open 
D Con- 


(45 ) 
Converſe with our People at 
Nottingham; but alſo, on account 
of other Mercies and Comforts, 
God was pleaſed to priviledge 
us with there. We injoyed 
much Qutetneſs, and met with 
no Diſturbance from the Peo- 
ple of the Place, they being 
very peaceable, yea reſpeaful. 
We cannot ſay, that any of 
them openly appeared as an Enemy 
to us, or our other Brethren that 
Inhabited there, and we had ve- 
ry good Reſpet from Mr. Firth 
the Miniſter of the Place. 


There through the good Hand 
of God upon us, we enjoyed many 
good Opportunities, and com- 
tortable Communion with ſeveral | 
of our Brethren, that being dri- 
ven from the Neighbourhood of 
their People (as well as we) had 
ſettled here. God made this 
Place, a Zoar, a Shelter and 
San- 
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Ctuary to them ,and us: There 
lived at this Place, that emi- 
nent Servant of God, Mr. #o- 
bert Porter. (turned out of Pex- 
tridge in Derbyſhire) who died 
there Fanuary 22. 163%, Mr. 
Robert Smalley ( turned ont of 
Graiefly in Nottinghamſhire, who 
died there September 7. 1670. 
Mr. Fohn Billing ſley , ( turned 
out of Cheſterfield) who died 
May 30. 1683. and Mr, John 
Cromwell, (turned out of Claworth 
in Nottinghamſhire) who remo- 
ved in 1694. to Norwich , bur 
afterward returned and died int 
Nottinghamſhire, about April 1684. 
With theſe our Brethren, we 
had very refreſhing Converſe, 


; and had Opportunities to keep 


for a "good part of the time, 
a weekly Lecture. ; 


There was once a Wartant 
out; to diitrain upcn me for 
D z tiwert- 
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twenty Pounds for preaching at 
Nottingham; but we keeping 
the Doors ſhut, the Officers 
would not break open the Doors, 
though urged by ſome to do 
it; and fo, praiſed be God, 
we heard no more of it. 


In March 168*. a Parliament 
being called, by the late King 
Fames, the Choice of Parliament 
Men for the County of Notting- 
ham, was appointed to be art 
Newark, whither my Brother 
Reynolds and I went (being Free- 
holders) to give our Votes, judg- 
ing we had ſufficient Warrant b 
ro do upon the Kings Writ, 
notwithſtanding the Five-Mile- 
Aqt; yea, by Vertue of the 
Proviſo-Clauſe in it : But as things 
were then managed, we were 
ſeized, and by eight Juſtices 
committed to Prifon, for fix 
Months, for coming to a Bur- 
rough 
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rough Town. I forbear to name 
them, they being all but one 
dead. After two Days Impri- 
ſonment there, at the Houſe of 
the Jaylor who kept an Inn, 
we were ſcent to Nottingham 
County-Jail, amongſt our Peo- 
ple, which much alleviated the 
Affliction of our Confinement : 
There we continued, till the be- 
ginning of July 1685. when up- 
on the Duke of Monmonth's land- 
ing, many worthy Gentlemen 
were taken up and ſent to ſeve- 
ral Places, ſome to Cheſter, and 
ſome to Hull, &c. And tho' we 
were the King's Priſoners, yet 
diretly contrary to the Habeas 
Corps At, we were fent Prifo- 
ners to Hall, which ( as God was 
pleaſed to over-rule it ) proved 
by the Motion and the Air, to be 
of advantags to our Health, We 
went from Nottingham on the 
Monday, came to Ell on the Wed- 
D 3 neſday, 
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#eſday,and were with many others, 
Priſoners under a Guard in an 
Inn, till Monday following ; then 
we were ſent to a place that had ' 
been the Reverend ' Mr, Aſhley's 
Meeting-houſe, whither were :llo 
ſent ſome Miniſters, and others, 
ſome Genti/cmen, and ſome ſober 
ſubſtantial Countrymen,to the num- 
ber of about Forty, whe lodged 
and dicted 1n that place, where we 
had got good Society and Con- 
veniences , through the kindneſs 
of the Inhabitants, tho' unknown 

to us : God praciouſly thus pro- 
viding for us when Priſoners, and 
that among Strangers. We were 
not hindred from joyning with 
the whole Company there, in 
Morning and Evening Religious 
Worſhip ; But on the Lord's 
Day, though the Deputy-Gover- 
nour ( as ' we heard )) had faid, 
Let thera preach if they will , 

yer it ſeenis his mind changed 3 

for 


' 
1 
1 
| 
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' for when (in the Morning) my 


Brother Reynolds was entring on 
Prayer and Preaching, the Sol- 


” diers that were our Guard, in- 


terrupted him, ſaying, they had 
order to hinder Preaching, tho' 
there were none in the Place 
but Fellow-priſoners. Butthe next 
day being Monday, orders came 
for releaſing the Priſoners of 
our County from that Confine- 
ment ; yet , contrary to Law, 
we were remanded back, to the 
Priſon at Nottingham, to make 
up our fix Lunary Months (reckon- 
ing Twenty Eight Days to the 
Month) and when thoſe Months 
were expired, we were diſmiſſed 
and in our return from ul 
to Nottinzgham, we had liberty 
given us to Call, and ſtay two 
Nights at Home, at Mansfeld. 


In the Year 1687. God gra- 
ciouſly brought us, and our Fa- 


D 4 mily 
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mily back to Nottingham, a 
thing we long deſired, and yet 
contidering the blackneſs of the 
Times, and the dangerous uncer- 
tainty of our Liberry, and all our 
pleaſant Things, we had ſcarce 
adventured to have come ſo ſoon, 
had not Providence plainly open'd 
our way hither, and ſtopped up 
all other Ways; For the Houſe 
we had lived many Years in at 
Mansfield, was purchaſed by a 
Gentleman that had newly entred 
intoa Family-Capacity, and bought 
this Houſe on purpoſe to dwell in, 
though with a great deal of 
friendlineſs, intimaring to us, that 
if we would buy it, he would 
not medd'c with it, but we de- 
clined the purchaiing it, as for 
other Reaſons, ſo tor this, that 
we did not know (as it happily 
proved, ſooner than we expected) 
but that we might have a door 
opened to return to Nottingham: 
Not 


Ci 
Not being able to ſtay longer in 
that Houſe , we inquired after 
other Houſes in thar Town, and 
bad aftually taken one for a Year, 
but at laſt, could not - have a clear 
and guiet potfefſion of it given 
us, and fo went not to if. Thus 
Providence, that in times of Dif- 
ficuity, planted :1nd fo comforta- 
bly maintained us at Mansfield tor 
many Years, as Ppiainiy called us 
thence. 


We came with our Family to 
Nottingham on the 14th of Otto. 
ber, 1687. where we have con- 
tinuzd together in our Miniſte- 
rial Work, for upwards of ten 
Years, till God was pleaſed to 
make a- ſeparation between us , 
by calling off, from his Work on 
Earth, my dear Brother K- yno/ds, 
to much higher work in Heaven. 
In all this time, praiſed be God, 
we enjoyed full Liberty, and 
many 
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many Opportunities for our own 
and others good, and through 
Grace ſome alliſtance 1n, and Suc- 
ceſs of our poor Labours. 


Our People were ſupplied on 
Lord's Days in the ſame man- 
ner, that (as has been before rela- 
ted) they were when we enjoy- 
ed any Liberty, during our ſtay at 
Mansfield, namely, by my Brother 
Reynolds and me, every Fortnights 
Lord's Day, and by my Brother 
Barrett, with an Aſliſtant the 
other Lord's Day: And we had, 
and ſtill ( througa much Mercy) 
have many Week-day Opportu- 
nities, and conſtantly a weekly Le- 
Qure, our and our Brother Rythers 
Congreguion joyning in Atten- 
dance thereon, and our Brother 
Ryther and we joyning Harmo- 
nzouſly (bleſſed be God) in keep- 
iog of it up, with the occaſional 
help of our Nzighbour _ 
an 
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and ſometimes of other of our 
Brethren in the Miniſtry whom 
God providentially ſends among 
us3 as indeed in theſe ten Years 
time, we have cnjoyed the uſe- 
ful Labours of ſeveral of theſe Gods 
Servants, thus occaſionally and 
intranfitu , which both we and 
our People have cauſe to be 
thankful, to Ged and them 
for. 


My Brother Reyno/ds in his 
younger Years® was much trou- 
bled with the Spleen, but upon 
the uſe of Spaw Waters, for 
three Weeks or a Month in Sum- 
mer time, for about 29 Years, 
he was through God's blefling on 
them, much freed from his for- 
mer Diſtempers. 


In the beginning of May laſt 
Year, he got a great Cold, which 
took much vpon him ; but upon 


ſtaying 
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ſtaying about a Month at the ' 
Waters, his Stomach returned, and 
his Spirits recruited, and he was 
as healthful again, as he had or- 
dinarily been, till this his laſt 
ſickneſs ſeized him. Thus much 
as to the main Occurrences of his 
life, his Call ro the Miniſtry, and 
to Nottingham. 


Now as to his perſonal and 
Miniſterial Qualifications, I ſhall 
not ſay much. Thoſe that knew 
his Converſe, heard his Preach- 
ing, and ſat under his Miniſtry, 
are able and fitreſt to teſtifie of 
them , and fitter than I, leſt it 
ſhould be ſuſpeRed that Aﬀe&ion 
byaſſes me ro partiality z Yet 
this Teſtimony 1n ſhort, I cannot 
but give of bim, That ftrom my 
firſt knowledge of him , he 
was ſerious and truly Religious, 
and one that all the. time of my Ac- 
quaintance 


> | 
] 
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' quaintance with him (which was 


near fifry five Years) ever made 
Conſcience of, and was conſtanc 
in ſecrer Prayer, and reading the 
Scriptures. 2nd Studying them. ; 
and to the laſt, did ule to Read 
the Scriptures daily with ſome 
Commentatours, and was much 
taken with, and would be often 
ſpeaking of the admirable full- 
neſs of the Scriptures, Nor was 
he infrequent in the Duty of 
keeping Days of Faſting and Prayer 
by himſelf in ſecret, He never 
ſought great things for humſelt in 
the World, He bad a conſide- 
rable Portion with his Wiſe, but 
the difficulty of Times ( being 
above thirty five Years out of 
Publick Place) cauſed him to ſpend 
moſt of what he had ; yet he 
lived comfortably, and lived and 
died out of Debr. But as Paul 
faid of himſelf to Timothy, 2 Tim. 
3- 16. So ſay I to you that were 
acquain» 
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$cquiinted with, and fat under the | 


Miniſtry of this Servant of God, 
Tou hate fully known his Doftrine, 
manner of Life, Purpoſe, Paith, 
Long-ſuffering , Patience, Perſecu- 
ttons aud Afﬀiidtions. 


As to the time and manner of 
his ſickneſs anddeath, it was thus; 
On Wedneſday the ninth of Febru- 
ary laſt paſt; he was ſomewhat 
indifpoſed in the Morning before 
he roſe ( as he faid afterwards ) 
but no indiſpoſition appeared till 
after Family-worſhip,during which 
he was cold, and aſſoon as Fa- 
mily-Duty was ended, and he was 
come up into his Study, he was 
taken with a fit of Shaking like 
an Ague, though all along he had 
no great heat or burning, but 
bis Spirits were much ſeized, and 
his Legs and ſtrength failed him 
preſently ; his Diſtemper was 
judged ito be a Neryous Fever : 
He 


To 
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He flept much, and after about 
a Weeks illneſs, was ſeized with 
a Violent Looſneſs, which conti- 
nued to bis death, When awake 
he was ſenſible and could ſpeak, 
though but low and weakly , 
which made him not ſpeak much. 
His Phyſician coming to fee him 
on a Lord's Day, he took occaſion 
thence to ſpeak very cloſely of Spi- 
ritual Things to him, and of the 
Duty of Sabbath-Sandtification, 
My Reverend Brother Ryther , 
viſiting him in his ſickneſs, and 
te/ling him, he hoped he was, with 
the good old Patriarch Faced , 
waiting for the Salvation of God ; 
He, after ſome pauſe, replied to 
this effte : The State of my Body 
is altered, but the State of my Mind 
not at all; The Apprehenſions I 
have of the odiouſneſs of Sin, 
the beauty of Holineſs, the ex- 
cellency of Chriſt, the pretiouf- 
neſs of Faith, are the ſame as 
tor- 
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fortticrly, or rather more grow- 
ing, He had no violent pains, 
but faid, praiſed be God, I have 


caſe without and peace within. 


He died on the twenty fixth of 
February , between 7 and 8 in 
the: Morning, without any violent 
pain or firugling, He was ſe- 
venty two Years, and four Months 
Old, wanting but two Days. 


Ihat Text preached upon by 
my Reverend Brother ' Barrezt, 
and herewith printed, may be fitly 
applied ro- him, viz. That he did 
ſpend, and was ſpent in the Ser- 
wice of God, and for the Souls 
the People, "that God had ſet him 


OVET, 


But as my Brother Barrett 
hinted in his Sermon , we muſt 
declare, that bleſled be God, we 
have no cauſe to uſe the Words, 
or 


CRY IS 
or make the Complaint _ in the 
latter part of the Verſe, Where- 
in the Text is, That the more 
abundantly we have loved, the leſs 
we have been loved : We muſt 
give this Teſtimony, That the 
People of Nottingham we have 
laboured artong(t , have been 
ever very reſpeatful and loving 
ts us, and thoſe Deceaſed Mti- 
niſters of Chriſt that were be- 
fore us, or contemporary With 
us : and baive manifeſted it in 
their deep ſeriſe of the Breach 
God hath made, by taking a- 
way this our dear Brother, and 
by the Refpets they have paid 
to his Memory. 


And this Teſtimony we muſt 
= further ( arid thoſe Decea- 
ed, were rhey living, would; 
afid could not but give the 
fame ) That they are a People 
that have not had itching Ears ; 
| E nor 


WO. 4 
nar affected. Novelties, new and 
high Notions, or quaint Exprelſ- 
ſions , and ſtarched Diſcourſes, 
but have ever liked and reliſhed 
plain, ſound, and pra@tical Prea- 
ching, and have been a people 
ready to good Works of Piety 
and Charity, which I mention 
not to flatrer them, but to 
quicken in us Miniſters, and in our 
People, Faith and Prayer, and 
moſt vigorous Endeavours, that 
according to David's Prayer for 
tfrael, 1 Chron. 29. 18. ſuch a 
Goſpel-crediting frame may be 
kept. upon their Hearts for ever, 
and thar they may abound therein 
more and more. 


* God hath now broken the 
Threefold-cord amongſt us, in 
our Congregation ; two of us 
have lived together in a Paſto- 
ral Relation to this Place, ver 


near forty ſeven years, and all 
three 
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three of us about forty. two 
the middle Link, in regard of 
Age, is now gropt, and the 
other two of us, have ao Rea- 
ſon, to, .cxpet to continue long. 


| My deceaſed Brother entred 
into his ſeventy third year the 
tweaty cighth of October laſt , 
and was three quarters of a Year 
younger than me, who entred 
into. my ſeventy fourth year 
the thirteenth of Fazzary laſt 
paſt; and my Reverend Bro- 
ther Barrett, yet through mer- 
cy ſurviving, 1s in the fixty fe- 
venth year of his Age, and 
has near compleated it. 


We. therefore dcfire the hearty 
Prayers of our People, yea, of 
all the People of God, not tor long 
Life, unleſs as we may be further 
ſerviceable to God, his Church, 
and our own Souls, but thac 

E 2 while 
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while God ſhall pleaſe to con- 
tinue our lives, he would inable ' 
us for, by his Spirit aſſiſt us; ' 
and through Chriſt accept us, | 
in our Work, and give ſucceſs to 
our weak Endeavours for the 
Converſion and Edification of 
many Souls. 


And we requeſt, That our Peo- 
ple would pray for themſelves , 
and that others of God's People 
would join theirs with our,and our 
Peoples prayers, that God would 
ſanRifie this late great. breach 
made upon us, that we and our 
people may, improve .the Day of 
our and their Lives, and the 
day of Grace, while it 1s con- 
tinued; that we may be able to 
give up our account with joy, 
and not with grief (when God 
ſhall call us hence, which we 
deſire to live in daily ExpeQta- 
tion of, and preparation for ) 
both 
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both in relation to our own Souls, 
and the Souls of thoſe Gol im- 
ploys us to preach to, and watch 
overs and that when God ſhall re- 
move us, he would graciouſly 
be pleaſed to provide for our 
People Paſtors, after his own 
hearty This is the earneſt cloſing 
| defire and prayer of 


One of the unworthieſt of 
the Servants of Chriſt, 
in the work of the Mi- 


niſtry. 
Nottingham. JT. Whitlock. 


Apr. 1. 1658. 
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A SERMON Preahed, 
March 1. 1 694. immedaately 
after the Interment of the Body 
of the Reverned Mr. William 

: Reynolds, formerly Mmiſter of 
the Goſpel in Nottingham. 


— 
— 
” _—— — — —__ 


2 COR. I2. 15. 


And I will very gladly ſpend, and be 
ſpent for you. Inthe Greek, ap 
T duywr vwugr, for your Souls. 


Ere I ſtop. 1 would be 
| ſorry that what follows 
bh ſhould be ſaid of any of 


* you, 
I cannot charge any of you with 

apparent diſreſpeCt ; I have nothing 

of that to accuſe you of, 


A 
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A Threefold Cordis broken,which 
by Go#'s-providence- was- twined 
here, fomerhing more-than forty 
years ſince; and through his Grace, 
hath held concordant 1n our deſires 
and endeavours to draw. Sauls to 
Chriſt; The Cord is now broken, 
by the death of our Reverend, 
dear Brother, and Fellow-Labourer | 
Mr. William Reynolds. 


Had it firſt faild in me, the 
weakeſt part { as I heve for many 
years expefted, it would have | 
done) your loſs had been leſs (I 
ſhould ſay; very little) this day, | 


| Yer whatever we fuffer, Duty | 
binds us, and it becomes. us 
to: fay , The will of the Lord be | 


Indeed. while we are lamenting | 
qur loſs, we ſhould not forget, | 


with Thankfulneſs, to acknowledge 
God's 


C73) 
{ God's great Mercy, , that we en- 
| joyed him fo long. 'Tis now 
| well. thwards feven and forty 

oo ſince the Lord firſt fn 
this, place, rogether with 
his A oed Brother, whoſe La- 
bours (bleſſed be God) you, yer 
enjoy, And I cannot but remeg- 
| 'ber, ,how carneſtly the Lord was 
ſought wnto, for that great Con: 
gregatzon ,, when for ſome tine 
deſtitute, of a ſettled Miniſtry ; 
and dogbt not, but they were 
| ſent, ks «pon the Wings of Proyer, 
| They ;came with 4 oaks of - 
| Dleflu og. of . the Goſpel, a great 
| door and effeQual was opened un- 
' to them, and Mountains made a 
Plain before them.” . And you 
| Were in their hearts to live and 
; die with you ; fo far as the times 
| would ſuffer: it 


mY deſire further to be very thank: 
ful. for; that Unity and: Concord 
which 
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which hath ' been amongſt ys, | 
even for ſo-many years, as we | 
have been together concern'd for | 
you of this Place, Whea I think | 
ow it hath been in other Places, ' 
Miniſters drawing ſeveral ways , | 
as if the ſame Spirit was not 
in them (tho' right in the main, | 
and aiming -at-the' ſame end, the | 
glory of God in the Salvation | 
of Souls) I hope, it has been a | 
Mercy to us, and may have been | 
ſome Advantage to you, who | 
have attended on our Miniſtry ; | 
that there hath been no claſhing | 
here - No noiſe of Axes and Ham: | 
mers here. | 


But I muſt be looking towards | 
& Be 4 

1 will very gladly ſpend; and be | 
ſpent for you.) Such a one you 
have loſt. One that was ſpend- 
ing himſelf for you, till ſpent: | 
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As I have ſomewhere rtad, it 
was Mr. Samuel Crook's Metto , 
Impendam , © expendar. I won- 


' der not, if many of you are 
| ſpending your Tears, in a ſenſe 
| of your loſs of him, who was 


fpending his Pains, his Strength, 
and Spirits, even till he was ſpent 
in the” Service of your Souls, 
Though there is no cauſe to weep 
for him, who now reſts from his 
Labours, who is now taken from 
his work on Earth to that bleſ- 
ſed Reward in Heaven ; yet I 
dare not deny, but you have 
cauſe to weep for you elves: 
Have not you, to whom he hath 
preached the Goſpel of the King- 
dom of God , cauſe of fſorrow- 
ing,- that ye ſhall ſee his face 
no more, ſhall hear him no more? 
Is it. a Call to mourning, when 
a godly Man. dies * And when a 
a godly Miniſter is deceaſed, ig 
not that as loud a Call toMourn. 
| ing ? 


(76) - 
ing 2 Jamuel died, and all the 
Children of Iſrael were gathered 
together, and lamented him, 1 Sam. 
25. 1. Indeed Samuel was a Pro- 
phet , an extrordinary Officer in 
the Church. But when a faith- 
fal Paſtor dies, ſhould it not be 
a lamentation to the Flock ? Yea, 
little hope, that ſuch a loſs, ſuch 
a breach ſhould be made up and 
repaird without Prayers and 
Tears. 


But to make way to my Text, 

A conſiderable part of this Epiſtle 
is taken up.in a juſt vindication 
and forc'd commendation of the 
Apoſtle. He 1s put pon vindi- 
cating his Office, and bis Perſon 
both ; partly by the art De- 
traftion, Calumaies of falſe Tea- 
chers ( who was for undermining 
the work of that Maſter-builder, 
@s he js called,. 1 Gor. 3. to.) and 
partly by the dangerous, ill _—_ 
cnc 


* 
Lag. AS aL Cabana L2ES 


FTI TIT LOTS IO, OSST.Y. 


(77) 
the former might have, on his be- 
loved Corinthians ; whoſe love and 
regard towards him, ſeemed to be 
leſſened. Whence note, 


The moſt eminent Servants of 
Chriſt, have met with Diſcou- 
ragements, been oppos'd, clouded, 
aſpers'd by ſome, difefteem'd by 
others. And if ſuch a one as 
the Apoſtle Paul, met with Op- 
poſers - and | Back-friends z much 
more may ordinary Maniſters ex- 
pett the like, They muſt ſay, 
We are not better than our Þa- 
thers. 


Again Note, There is good war- 
rant, and prefident for fauhful Mi- 
niſters , vindicating their Calling, 
and themſelves. This may be 
done, without preaching them- 
ſelves, or ſecking themfelves. The 
Apoſtte wayld magnifie his Office. 
And though it was a ſmall thing. 
with 
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with him ( as to himſelf ) to be 
judged of Men, to be laid under 
their Cenſures, and Reproaches, 
(1 Cor. 4. 3.) yet as it might be 
prejudicial to the Intereſt of 
Chriſt, and the Goſpel, and inju- 
rious to the Souls of othersz ſo he 
could not but be concern'd. And 
what was fo/y in appearance (2Cor, 
L1. 1.) yet really was not fo, but 
rather a Duty, While the Per- 
ſon is contemned, his meſſage or- 
dinarily 1s deſpiſed, contempt of 
the Perſon uſeth to beger preju- 
dice againſt his DoQrine. 


Now here, to cure thezr pres 
judice, the Apoſtle profeſſeth his 
moſt ſincere and ardent AﬀeQion 
towards them, Such ardent Love, 
as might melt even Iron Hearts. 
Quam vel. ferrei peftoris duritiem 
non emolliat , aut frangat tantus 
amoris ardor > Verſe 14. TI ſeek 
wot yours, but you.) He vue 


(79) 
Self ſeeker. Not for making 4 
Gain of them z- but for winning 
their Souls to Chriſt. He ſought 
Animas pro opibus, ſought the 
good of their Souls, not their 
Goods, 


And Iwill very gladly ſpend, and 
be ſpent for you. | I houghhe 
had little in the Worlds (As the 
Apoſtle Ferer ſaid to the ſame 
Man that asked an A/ms, Aﬀs 
3. 6. Silver and Gold bave ] none,) 
Such was the Condition of the 
Apoſtles ; as poor, yet making many 
rich. There was indeed a rich 
Treaſure, in thoſe earthen Veſlels, 
which they were ready to lay 
out, to the ſpiritual benefit of 
poor needy Souls. As Parents 
lay up, and lay out for their 
Children ; ſuch werethe Apoſtles, 
Innumeri hodie Dodtores ſunt, patres 


pauciſhmi. 
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I will very gladly ſpend? 79 pa, 
libentiſſime. Tt will be the greateſt 
pleaſure to me. Twell do me 
good at heart , to ſpend, to lay 
out my ſelf for you, And be 
ſpent,]) Ego animam meam prodam 
cum wvoluptate, pro animabus veſtrs : 
I will moſt willingly give up my 
own life for your Souls, He was 
ready either to be offer'd up at 
once, or worn out by degrees, 
for their Souls ſakes ; As Ph. 2, 
v. 17. And if 1 be offered upon the | 
Sacrifice and Service of your Faith, 
1 joy and rejoyce with you all. 1 Thel. 
$. E. So, being affeFtionately deft- 
rous of you, we were willing to 
have imparted unto you, not the 
Goſpel of God only, but alſo our | 
own Souls, becauſe ye were dear 
unto us. Our wery lives were not 
ſo dear to us, as your Souls, 


Now 


: 


je#4 and Occaſion. 
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Now the Point, I aim at {at 
this time) is as followeth, 


DOCT. 


That ( as it # the Duty, ſo) 
tis the diſpoſition of the < Faich. 
ful Miniſters of Chriſt, to be 
willing to ſpend, and be ſpent 
for Jouls. 


Straits of time both for pre- 
paration , and preaching on this 
fad, ſolemn Occaſion ( while I 
conclude , that diverſe preſent, 
will have many Miles to ride; 
or go after . Sermon) compel me 
to cut my work ſhort of what 

might be expected on this Sub- 


Here I would premile, 
F 2 1. That 


( 82 ) 


1, That though 'tis true, and 
undeniable, that there is a great 
difference as to degrees of Grace, 
and as to the gifts and abilities 
of God's faithful Servants 3 and ſo 
ſome are more abundant in Love, 
and more abandant in labours (as 
the Apoſtle was) yet they that 
are weaker, if ſincere and faith- 
ful, have their hearts to the work. 
And thus the Candle is burning,and 
giving us light z tho' not Torch- 
like. 


2. Though there is a difference | 


in God's Diſpenſations towards his 
Servants; while only ſome are 
called forth to ſharper Service, 
to ſeal the Truth with their Blood ; 
yet none of his Servants are ex- 
cus'd from a will and readineſs, to 
bear witneſs to the Truth , by 
laying down” their Lives, when 
call'd to it ; nor are any of them 
EXCus 'd 


| 


/ 
| 
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,excus'd from a Reſolution to lay 
out their lives in the Miniſterial 
Work , while Life, with a Capa- 
city of working, is continued. 
As their Lord hath told them , 
by the Evangeliſt, Lake ch. g. 62. 
No Man having put his hand to the 
Plough, and looking back is fit for 
the Kingdom of God. 


Now to the Reaſon of it. It is 
the diſpoſition of a faithful Mi- 
niſter to be willing to ſpend, and 
be ſpent for Souls. For, 


1. A faithful Miniſter knows the 
Work of the Miniſtry to be great 
indeed ; (when he undertakes it.) 
Oh ! it is a great Work, a ſpen- 
ding work! Tis a work both of 
the Head, and Heart. And no 
work, ſo ſpending of the Spi- 


' its. 


E 2 There 


_— 
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There 1s need of hard fudy, to 


be laying i#; as the Apoſtle to 
Timothy , 1 Epilt. q. 13, 15. Grve 
attendance to reading, Twegoys Th 
AVBLYVETE!. Divinity 1s of valt ex- 
tent, There is a wonderful depth 
in the Holy Scriptur:s. No di- 
ving to the bottom. Even Tzmcthy 
who from his Childhood had been 
Educated in the knowledpe of the 
Hol: Scriptures (2 Tm. 3. 15.) and 
who was furniſh'd, and enriched 
with extraordinary Gifts, muſt 
give attendance to reading, and 


clole ſtudy, verſe 15. Meditate upon | 


theſe things, give thy ſelf wholly 
fo them, ev tT#]ois i891, be wholly 
in them ; that thy profiting may 
appear, 


Again, there mult be dz/zgence 
in laying out. And that both pub- 
lickly, and privately, ſtatedly, and 
pgccafronally, Give attendance to Ex- 


hortation, 


op rn 7 


ater i i, Mi. 


| 
| 
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| hortation, to Dodrine, neglect not 


the Gift that is in thee, Do not 
bury thy Talent : 2 Tim. 4. 2. 
Preach the Word , be inſtant in 
ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ; reprove, re- 
buke, exhort with all long-ſuffering 
and Doctrine, 


And to inſtruct the ignorant, 
to convince ſinners, to do what 
in us lies to turn Men from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God ; not fraudu- 
lently, nor negligently to keep back 
what is profitable ; not to ſhun 
declaring the whole Counſel of 
God, concerning Mens Salvation, 
( that if any periſh under our 
Miniſtry, it may not be zhrougb 
our default, but by their wilful, 
perverſe ſhutting their Eyes againſt 
the light; ) To be able by ſound 
Doftrine both to exhort and to 
convince the Gain-fayers; to lay 
the foundation right, and to build 


F 4 up 


(36 ) 


up Souls thereon z to ſtrengthen 
the weak, reſolve the doubting, 


reduce the ſtraying, and the 
like, 


To watch over Souls; to diſ- 
penſe the Seals, the Holy Sacra- 
ments, and Church-cenſures aright, 
as thoſe that faithfully keep to their 
Commiſſion, and have a care of Souls 
under their Charge; is not this a | 
great Work 2 


And ſurely that work of the 
heart, rhe care and concernedneſs, 
a faithful Miniſter hath for others 
Souls, is wont to lye very: hea- 
vy. AS, 2 Cor. 11. 29. Who is 
weak , and I am not weak? Who 
is offended, and I burn not > And 
Ver. 2. I am jealoys over you, with 
godly jealouſte, And Chap. 12, 
20, 21. I fear ---- lo/t when 1 come 
again, my God will humble me anon! 
you, and that I ſhall bewail many 
8 which 
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which hawe ſinned, and have not 
repented, And Gal. 4. 11. I am 
afraid of you, leſt I have beſtowed 


upon you labour in vain, 


If we think of the Work of 
the Miniſtry (of which you have 
here but a few Strokes) muſt we 
not fay, as in 2 Cor. 2. 16. Who 7s 
ſufficient for theſe things > Cer- 
tainly no Man of himſelf. In- 
deed let a Miniſter take never ſo 
much pains, and ſuppoſe him to 
live never ſo long ; yet he ſhall 
never come to an end of the Work; 
But there will be more work (till, 
for others to come after him. 
Yea, and when a Miniſter leaveth 
his Work in Publick at any time, 
'tis a miracle if he finds it as he 
| left it, when he returns to his 
' work again, Perhaps, ſome Souls 
' were awakened, when he left 
them laſt, whereas a Spirit of 
Slumber has ſeized on them again : 


Some 
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Some ſinners were very much 
ſhaken, who yet are ſettling on 
their Lees again : Some Souls 
a little quickened, yet grown dead 
again. 


Now a faithful Miniſter, that 
knows how great his Work is, 
and how hard a thing it 1s to get 
forward with it, how many ways 
it is oft ſet backz cannot but 
be very ſenſible that it concerns 
him to ſpend, and lay out him- 
ſelf, even as long as he lives, 
if he would make ſomething of | 
zt. | 


2. A faithful Miniſter , knows 
it is God's Work, Chriſt's Work, 
that he is engaged in. And is not 
that enough to ſet, and keep 
him at work, even till he is ſpent 
in it ? 


I. As 


(39 ) 


1. As it is God's Work, Chriſt's 
Work , ſhall not the fear of the 
Lord quicken his Servants to , 
and in the Work? Curſed 7s be 
that doth the work of the Lord 
negligently. I Cor. 9. 16. Neceſ- 
fity is laid « A pv me ; yea, woe 2s 
unto me, if I preach not the Goſpel, 
And what a firict and ſovere 
charge he gives to Timothy z 2 Tim, 
4. 1, 2. 1 charge thee before God, 
and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who 
hall judge the quick and the dead, 
at his appearing and his Kingdom ; 
Preach the Word, be inſtant 1n 
ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, &c, Even 
Timothy , being ſet apart to the 
Work and Office of the Miniſtry; 
though not by an immedrate Call 
from Chriſt ( as the Apoſtles 
were,: ) but medzately, by Men, 
fig Tim. 4 4. 14. ) muſt not deſert 
his Work ; but be diligent, and 
conſtant in it s CVCN & he would 


aunlner 
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anſwer it to Chriſt, the Judge of 
the quick and dead. Thus if 
calld to the Office of the Mini- 
ſtry, we are bound to the Work 
by our Office. And knowing the 
terror of the Lord, we muſt per» 


ſwade Men, 


2, As it 1s the Lord's Work, 
the love of God and Chriſt will 
certainly conſtrain ſuch as are 
faithful, to lay out themſelves in 
it. As the Lord ſaid, Simon Sox 
of Jonas, loveſt thou me? ---» Feed 
my Lambs: Feed my Sheep. 2. Cor. 
5. 14+ The love of Chriſt conſtrain- 
eth us. Both his love to them, 
and their love to him. As they 
love their Lord and Maſter; fo 
they love to be at work for him. 
They cannot but conclude, that 
their Time, their Strength, their 
Pains, their Spirits, their Lives, 
could never be ſpent to better pur- 
poſe, than in his ſpecial Service. 


They 
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They can never be better em:- 
ployed, than to be aRive (in their 
Station ) to promote his intereſt, 
his honour and glory. And think 
they, _Did our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
pour out his Soul unto death for 
usz then how willingly ſhould 
we ſpend , and be ſpent for 
him ? 


3. So Zeal for God, and Chriſt 
will carry ſuch out in his Ser- 
vice. As one, * Zealis as proper 
in God's Miniſters, as Fire on 
the Altar. 


Toh was a burning, as a ſhin- 
ing light. He came in the Spirit 
and Power of Elias, who was 
very zealous for the Lord. The 
Apoſtle Paul ſeeing them of .4- 
thenus wholly given ro Idolatry, 
his Spirit was ſtirred in him, 
- Acts I7. 16, TAEPELYET. He was 
in an hot burning fit of zeal ; 

which 
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which 1n that caſe was no Dji- 
ſtemper , but a right temper of 
Spirit 3 As Dr. Tailor in the Ma- 
rian Perſecution, once brake out 
againſt the Idolatry of thoſe times; 
Ah horſon Thieves ! rob God of his 
bonour , rob God of his honour. 
Fox Act. © Mon. Vol. 3. P. 179. 
Acts 2.0, 22, 23, 24. Now behold 1 
go bound in the Spirit unto Jeru- 
falem (where he expeRted, that 
ſufferings would attend him ; but 
fays he,) nent of theſe things move 
me , meither count I my life dear 
unto my ſelf ; ſo that I might f+ 
miſh my courſe with joy ; and the 
Miniſtry which I have received of 
the Lord Jeſas, A fervent zea- 
lous Spirit is for a ridding 
work : as ſuch a Spirit will alſo 
help a - Miniſter to rub through 
difficulties and diſcouragements in 
his work. 


4 As 


: 
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4. As it is the Lord's Work; 
ſo his faithful Servants dare build 
on his word, for a bleſſed Reward. 
And ' bope of the glorious reward 
promiſed , helps to animate and 
encourage them. They are well 
aſſured, they can never find and 
ſerve ſo good, fo bountiful a Ma- 
ſter, as heis ; ſhould they be weary 
of his Service. That he is in- 
comparably the beſt Maſter : And 
no reward like his : In 1 Epiſtle 
of the Apoſtle Peter, Chap. 5. 
Ver. 2, 3, 4- Feed the Flock of 
God, which is among you, taking 
the overſight thereof not by con- 
ſtraint, but willingly ; not for fil- 
thy lucre, but of a ready mind, 
Neither as being Lords over God's 
Heritage, but being Enſamples to 
the Flock, And when the chief 
Shepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall re- 
ceive a Crown of glory that fadeth 
not away» Who would not but m_ 
an 
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and work hardz labour to his 
utmoſt, - and willingly ſuffer any 
thing in this World , to obtain 
ſuch a Crown 2 And 1 Cor. 3. 8. 
Every Man ſhall receive bis own 
reward, according to his own labour. 


Not according to the ſucceſs of 


his labour ; but according to his 
diligence, fincerity, fervency and 
faithfulneſs therein. That to lay 
out our ſelves to the utmoſt of 
our Capacities for God, and Chriſt 
is the beſt way of laying up for 
our ſelves. 


3. A faithful Miniſter knows, it 
is for Jouls, for precious, immor- 
tal Souls, that he is called to la- 
bour , and ſpend himſelf. And 
what pains can be too much, for 
the ſaving of Souls : As the Apo- 
ſile ſays, 7 will very gladly ſpend, 
and be ſpent for your Souls. 


Is Such | 


| 
| 


(95 ) 
i. Such #ow the worth of Souls; 
One Soul more worth than all the 
World. Chap. 16. of the Evang, 
Matthew, Verie 26. What is a 
Man profited, if he ſhall gain the 
whole World, and loſe his own Soul? 
Or what ſhall a Man give in ex. 
change for his Soul ? Oi! is not 
the faving of one Soul worth an 
Age of pains 2 worth the labour 
ot a Man's lite ! 


2. Such as are faithful; have 2 
love to Souls; with a zeal and in- 
dignation againſt fin , they have 
hearts full of pitty and compaſ- 
| fion towards the Souls of ſinners. 
' We read of the work and labour of 

love ; and their love to Souls will 
make them laborious, They are 
Shepherds, that have a love to the 
Flock, that rejoyce, are greatly 
pleaſed when the Flock proſper 
; eth; butare fore grieved when they 
| ſee it in ul} caſe, with a taint of 
| G errours 
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errour; or ſcab of prophaneneſs 
ſpreading. They are Fathers, and 
the love of Parents puts them upon 
great care , and taking pains for 
Childrens well-doing. Love is 
ſtronger deſcending, than aſcending. 


2. The example of their Lord and 
Maſter doth ſtrongly influence, and 
quicken them to their work here. 
He went aboxt doing good, His Diſ- 
ciples marvelled, that he talked ſo 
long with the Woman of Samaria; 
when it was his Meat to do his 


Fathers will; to be employed in the 


work of converting and faving a 
Soul. And as he came to feek and 
to fave that which was loſt ; he re- 


> I ner ns 


fuſed notto give himſelf a Ranſom | 


for loſt Souls. How precious were 
Souls in his account ; who was 
ſo freely willing,that his Soul ſhould 
be made a rar 6 toredeem they ! 
He loved Souls above his own life ! 
His love was ſtronger than m_ ! 

U 


| 


- 
Oh! what did Jeſus Chriſt ſuffer 
for the Redemption and Salvation 
of poor periſhing, Souls ! Ler his 
Miniſters ſpend, and be ſpent for 
Souls, 'tis as nothing, nothin 
compar'd with what Chriſt did and 
ſuffered! Oh! Merhinks, as we 
would follow our Lord and Maſter, 
we ſhould never behold our 
Congregations and Aſſemblies, but 
be moved with compaſſion on them | 
And theeverlaſting welfare of their 
precious Souls ſhould be dearer to 
us, than any thing we have in 
the World, than our very lives. 


Now I ſhall conclude with ſome 
Corrollaries,or briet Inferences from 
hence: 


Infer. i. 
Then the Miniſtry of the Goſpel 


is no calte Employment. It is 
Opus, it iS Onas ; 4 work indeed; 4 
G 2 burden 
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burden indeed ; (if followed as it 
ought to be. It is a ſpending work. 
The Life of a Miniſter 1s not an idle 
Life, as ſome take it to be, One 
that undertakes the Office of the 
Miniſtry, did he only couſult with 
fleſh and blood, (as ſome have wept) 
might juſtly tremble ; when he un- 
dertakes it. 


Tafer: 2. 


Then what ſpecial need have 


Miniſters to be much 2» Prayer, as 
well as in Study and Meditation ? 
Oh ! what need have they (above 
other Men) of help from Heaven! 
Atts 26. 22. Having obtain'd help 
of God, Þ continue unto this day 
(fays the Apoſtle) witneſing: FHum- 
ble and earneſt Prayer is the way to 
obtain help of God, Oh! howim- 
portunate ſhould we be for Divine 
Aſſiſtance, that we may go in the 


ftrength of the Lord to our work ! | 


Indee 


' 
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Indeed all our ſufficiency is of God, 
And if we can plead that promiſe, 
[Ls, I am with you---) it may en- 
courage us. That promiſe may 
help to hold up our hands in Prayer, 
and hold up our hearts in our Work. 
But without him, we can do nothing, 


Infer. 3. 


Then what need of true ſaving 
ſanQifying Grace in Miniſters, that 
would faithfully diſcharge their 
Office? Tho, I pray take notice, 


1, I do not ſay, That Grace is 
Eſſential to the Calling of a Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel, What Grace 
had Judas > [See Ed. Reyner of 


FHlumane Learning. Pag. 259, 9c.] 
2. And conſequently I ſay not, 


that the Miniſterial Acts of one, 
that has not Grace, are invalid, 


G 3 3.1 
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J, 1 fay not, That the Miniſtry 


'of ſuch is ever without ſucceſs. 


Surely the Apoſtle had not rejoyced, 
that Chriſt was preached, even by 
ſuch Men (Ph. i. 15.) had he been 
of that mind, and concluded, that 
all their pains 1a preaching could 
have no good effect. 


4- 1 do not, I dare not confine 
Holineſs, or faving Succeſs to the 
Miniſtry of this, or that one party 
(where the one, and the other 
agree, in all things neceſſary to 
Salvation.) And how eminently 
did the Lord own thoſe his Ser- 
vants (whoſe Memory will be ho- 
noured) who were the firſt Inſtru- 
ments in laying the Foundation of 
thoſe bleſt Societies for Reforma- 
tion ! [See Mr. Woodward. 


But this I ſay, That without 2 
Principle of Grace, a Miniſter will 
| not 


( 10x ): 
not very gladly ſpend, and he ſpexe 
for jSouls, And as for ſuch as indeed 
are not at work for God, to: pro- 
mote his Glory, in the Conver- 
* fion and Salvation of Souls ; but 
| are for ſerving themſelves, under a 
-  pretence of being his Servants : 
| Such as ſerve not the Lord, but 
their own Belly : Such as ſeek 
their own things (Preferments, fil- 
thy Lucre, their own applauſe) zo? 
the things which are Jeſus Chriſts 5 
there is leſs hope, that ſuch ſhould 
have the preſence of Chriſt with 
them , and his Spirit concurring 
with them. Or though ſome Souls 
may have cauſe to bleſs the Lord, 
for his Word, put into the Mouths 
of ſuch (as a Balaam muſt ſpeak the 
Word that God putteth in hu Mouth, 
Numb. 22.38. and as Elijah was 
ſometimes fed by a Raven) yet 
when ſuch have preached the 
Doarine of Salvation to others, 
they are like to prove Caſt-aways. 


G 4 Thez: 
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Their account will be very fad. 
Infer. 4s 


Then what pitty it is, that any 
of Chriſt's faithful Servants, ſuch 
as would ſpend, till they are ſpent 
for Souls, ſhould at any time be 
hindred, and taken off their Work? 


If they were plainly 7»/ufjcient, or 


orofſly negligent or ſandalous z if | 


1uch as, according to th: Laws of 
Chriſt, according to the Scripture 
Canov, deſerve to be ſuſpended, 
ſilenced, degraded ; who could 
have any thing juſtly to plead 
for ſuch > Should not our Lord 
Chriſt rule in his Church, his own 
Houſe 2 But is there any Canon to 
be found in the Epiſtles to Tzmothy, 
Titus, or elſewhere in the Holy 
Scriptures, for the ſilencing, and 
ejeCting of ſuch as are ſound in the 
Fazth, of an Holy Life, apt to teach, 
and willing to ſpend, and be ſpent 


fer 


| 


| 
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for Souls ? Is it the mind of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that Men ſhould turn 
any of bis faithful Servants out of 
Office 2 Was the Church of Chriſt 
ever at any time over-burdened 
with too great a number of ſuch? 
Rather was there not need of more 
of them ? Then 1s it not a patty, 
that any ſuch ſhould at any time be 
laid afide, as Supernumeraries, and 
uſeleſs in the Church 2 Such ss 
may very well be ſpared, or the 
Church may do better without 
their pains. 


Infer. T's 


Then ſhould not Souls love and 
eſteem ſuch,as willingly ſpend them- 
ſelves for them? 1 Theſ.5. 12, 13. 
We beſeech you, Brethren, to know 
them that labour among you, and 
are over you in the Lord, and ad- 
moniſh you; And to efteem them 
very highly in love for their works 


ſake. 
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ſake. Do it for their Works ſake; 


Miniſters may defire, and expe 
ſuch reſpe&t from their Hearers , 
as would make way for the good ſuc- 
ceſs of their Miniſtry, and for the | 
Hearers own Spiritual Benefit, | 
May we ſay(as 2 Cor. 6.11,12,13.) | 
Our mouth is open unto you, our 
heart tis enlarged---- Now for a re- 
compence in the ſame, be ye alſo en- 


larged. 
Tifer. 6. 


Then while Miniſters are ſpen- 
ding themſelves for Souls, ſhould 
not Chriſtians, that ſit under their 
Miniſtry, help Miniſters what they 
can ? Oh ! my Friends, as you wiſh 
the Goſpel good ſucceſs among you, 
as you with well to your own Souls, 
and the Souls of yours and others, 
help, help us, what in you lies. 
Alas ! what do poor, froward, ob- 
ſtinate ſinners think of, who care 
nor 


; 
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not to weary, and tire their Mint- 
ſters : The Lord, that was fo of- 
fended at the falſe Prophets, who 
made the hearts of the Righteous 
ſad ; ſurely he is not well pleaſed 
with ſtubborn ſinners, who make 
the hearts of his poor Miniſters ſad. 
But do you help them, what you 
can : Would others weaken yetdo 
you ſtrengthen their hands. 


1. Help them by your Prayers. 
How earneſt was the Apoſtle on this 
account,even begging their Prayers, 
Row, 15. 30, Now I beſeech you Bre- 
thren, fer the Lord Jeſus Chriſts 
ſake, and for the love of the Spirit, 
that ye ſirive together with me, in 
your Prayers to God for me. The 
more importunately you pray tor 
your Miniſters (*cis to be hoped) the 
more you may profit by them. A 
praying people may belp to put lite 
into a Miniſter. It has encouraged 
me ſometimes, as l have been going 
to 
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to my Publick Work in this place, 
to think,well, I am going to preach 
to a people,many of whom (I doubt 
not) have been praying for me, 


2, Your proficiency would very 
much help Miniſters on in their 
Work. They would go on with it 
more chearfully, the more your pro- 
fiting doth appear. A lively people 
would help to make Miniſters more 
lively, 


2. In your Places, and Relations, 
and according to your opportunities, 
be furthering the Intereſt of the Go- 
ſpel, and the Sa/vatzon of others, 
all you can. Labour to be like thoſe, 
commended in Rom. 16, 3. Greet 
Priſcilla and Aquila my belpers in 
Chriſt Feſus. Ver. g. Salute Urbane 
our helper in Chriſt, And 
Ver. 12. Salute Tryphena and Try- 
phoſa, who labour in the Lord, Sa- 
late the beloved Perſis, which las 
boured 
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boured much in the Lord, Chriſtians; 
you that have Families, negle& 
not thoſe under your private and 
ſpecial Charge. Inſtruting them, 
you may be helping forward the 
Work of the Miniſtry. So ex- 
horting, admoniſhing, comforting 
and edifying one another ; watch- 
ing over one another z repro- 
ving finners, warning the un- 
ruly, ſupporting the weak ; in 
ſuch ways you may be helping 
your Miniſters. Thus their work 
might go on faſter, and bet. 
ter, 


Irfer. 7. 


Then have not you cauſe to 
lament the loſs of fuch a ones 
one that was willing to ſpend 
himſelf, till ſpent, for your Souls ? 
Oh! you have loſt a true Soul- 
friend ! One that I doubt nor, 
the Lord made a Spiritual Fa- 
ther 
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ther to ſome of you. Now have 
not you cauſe to cry, My Father, 
my Father 2 As TFoaſh wept over 
Eliſha, ſaying, Oh! my Father, 
my Father. | 


He was a ſound, lively , pra- 
Ctical Preacher ; an holy Liver, 
an exemplary Walker ; one, that 
could nor live without daily ſe- 
cret converſe with God in the 
Word, and Prayerz and God 
was with him. This witneſs (I 
doubt not) 1s true. 


Oh ! your and our loſs is very 
great ; though his Soul 1s 2 
Gainer, by his removal from 
the Church Militant , to the 
Church Triumphant. But ſo the 
eye that hath ſeen him here , 
ſhall henceforth ſee him no more z 
neither ſhall his place here know 
him any more. And thus our 
| hands are weaker, we being now 
depriv'd 
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depriv'd of his good Labour. 


May I never more be put 
upon Preaching on the like ſad 
Occaſion, Indeed whea I think 
of thoſe many Miniſters, that 
lived in theſe Parts, that I could 
not but look upon as godly 
Men, and many of them of 
choice Abilities ( who were all 
(except three or four of them) 
my intimate Friends, and Ac- 
quaintance) now dead and gone, 
( As Mr. Richard Whitchurch , 
Mr: John, and Samuel Hieron, 
Mr. Samuel Coates of Brideford , 
Mr. Samuel Coates of Colwick, 
Mr. John ( Son of the eminent 
Edward) Reyner, Mr. Robert Por- 
ter, Mr. William Parſons, Mr: 
Richard Grant, Mr. Robert Smal- 
ly, Mr. John Truman, Mr. John 
Crompton, Mr. ---- Kendall, Mr:W. 
Horn, Mr. Luke Cranwall, Mr. F. 

Clark, Mr. Jobn Gibs, Mr. Jobn 


EB ing /iey, 


—  ——_— — 


( 210} 
Bingſley , Sen. Mr. Bennet , Mr; 
Fohn Cromwel, Mr. John Otefield, 
Senior and Junior, Mr. John Bing- 
ham, Mr. Chauntrey, Mr. Samuel 
Wright, Mr. Fobn Fames, Mr. Ro- 
bert Seddon, Mr. Samuel Berisford, 
and now Mr. William Reynolds, 
all theſe gone,) I am ready toſay, 
Lord, what do I here ? Indeed I 
cannot but wonder, that one of 
ſo little uſe, ſhould out-live ſo 
many, who might have been far 
more ſerviceable in the Church 
of God, when 1 have had rea- 
fon oft to think the Graves ready 
for me, yea, was expeRing to 
have gone off before the firſt here 
named, 


Now 1 am thinking of Eraſ- 
mus's words ( upon a Review of 
the Names of his Gorreſpoudents, 
the great number of whom was 
departed this life) Nec ego dintius 
vivere cupio ( ſaid he) ft Chriſto 


Domino 
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Domino placeat $3 Nor do I deſire 
to live longer, _ if it may-pleaſe 
Chritt the Lord. bÞ am convinced 
'tis high time fo get more pre- 
pard to follow them; Oh !'were 
I more prepar'd, and ſo -longing 
more'to be . with that - bleſſed  So- 
ciety :of the Spirits of juſt Ones 
made 'perfe&t ! 1 oft dream.;'l am 
with ſome of them; when awak- 
ing, Lind 'tis but a Dream.” Then 
I think with my ſelf; that this life 
iS. but as a 'Pream, * which will 
| thortly be at an end, when hope 
we ſhall meet again, and part no 
more. But pardon this Digref- 
ſton, and Excullion. | 


Now. are. you indeed ſenſible 
ofothis late 1adi-(troke 2 Then, 
ſhould you not lay fin to heart 7 In 
' ſpecrl, that you have profited no 
more. uncer 'the Miniſtty of "the 
Word 2 Ard ſhould you not pray 

| H harder 
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harder for ſuch as ſurvive, that | 


they may not labour in vain ; 

ye receive nat the Grace of 
Gad in vain ? leſt the Lord (now 
he hath begun to contend) be pro- 
yoked to go on, and make breach 


upen breach on you. And will | 
it not be ſad indeed both to you, | 


and us, if our Souls be nqt ſome. 
way Gainers yet, by this our great | 


faithful Seryant of Chriſt, might 
be & means of putting more Life 
into Miniſters, and People 
bath ! 


Infer, 8. 


When Miniſters are willing to 
ſpead, till they are ſpent for you, 


then ſhould it not be your care, 
that they may not ſpend their 
ſtrength in yain , that they be» | 
ſiow got on you labour in vain? 

Would | 


loſs? Oh! that the death of this 
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{ Would not that be fad on all 


hands, if Miniſters fpend their 
pains to no purpoſe 2 Will ak 
you have as little comfort of it 
hereafter , as they have here ? 


| Atten$\ro your Guides, and fot 
| low them, ſo far as they keep 
' to the Rule of the Word: To 


damp their Spirits, wilt be un- 
profitable for you. See Heb. 
I 3. I7. 


Remember ſuch as are gone , 
who have ſpoken unto you the 
Word of God, whoſe Faith fol 


low, confidering the end of their 
| Converſation As Miniſters maſt 
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ve accotmt how diligently, and 
taithfally they have diſcharg 
their Oftee ; fo muſt you gwe 


| account what you have learnty 
* | what improvement you have 
! made, under their Miniſtry, 
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will: you not have ' a fad account 
of. it (if ye ſtill continue. at the 
old paſs) when that faithful Guide 
and Monitor, whom you ſhall 
hear no more in this World, 


| ſhall at laſt appear with Chriſt, 
| asa witneſs againſt you 2 © Lord 


* ſures before thee, I was ear- | 
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You that are yet in your fins, 


——_— ———— 


— 


was charging them in thy | 
Name, time after time, to re- 
pent and amend their Ways ; | 
I have many a time, and often 
warned them to flee from the 
wrath . tro come : Burt they 
would not repent, reform ; they | 
would take no warning, I of- 
fered a precious, all-ſafficient | 
Saviour, with all his ſaving | 
Benefits , to them again, and | 
again ; but they would "we 


of him ; they preferred the | 
World, their Luſts and Plea. | 


* neſtly | 
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neſtly beſeeching them to come 
in, and be reconciled to God; 
but they would not hearken, 
they ſtill ſent me away without 
my Errand. 


But I have good grounds to 
hope better -things ' of* many of 
you, I doubt not, but many here 
have cauſe to bleſs and praiſe God 
for his Labours, Indeed all praiſe 
is due to his Name. Paul may 
plant, and ApoZos water ; but God 
giverh the increaſe. Though 
when any are unprofitable under 
the faithful Diſpenſation of God's 
Word and Ordinances, the Faulr 
(the culpable cauſe) 1s certainly in 
themſelves; yet that others of 
you are profiting, 'tis of hzs Grace, 
and his concurring with, and blef- 
ſing the means to your Souls. 
'Tis rhe Lord, that teacheth you 
to profit. Now remember well, 

how 


— 
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how ye have receiyd,and heafd and 
hold faſt. Sure, you cannot: ſo ſoon 
forget that Subje& he was laſt 
upon, 2 Gor. 7. 1. Having, therefore 
theſe promiſes (dearly beloved) let 
us cleanſe our ſelves from all filthi- 
weſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, per- 
fecting holineſs in the fear of God. 
There's work cut out for your 
whole Life, You'll never get out 
of that Leflon ; but have need 
every day to be learning, it better. 
Eabour for a more lively ſenſe of 
the Truths, you can remember, you 
heard from him. 


Yea, how much were it to be 
deſired, that the good Seed he 
was ſowing, might ſpring up in 
ſome- others ( that were as ſtony 
ground under his Miniſtry) even 
when the Seed{man is- dead. 


And how would: it revive us, 
might we, we that are yet alive, 
though 


( 117) 
though hut rottering above ground}; 
ready to fall jato the guſt, how ſoon 
may you fay of us, that: we are 
gong after him ? yet how woyld 
Kt revive us, might we fee mg 
Fryir of our pains amo OY, If 
the Rio >. of Sena, nd 
the further progeſs and profiqgency 
of Souls converted ! The good 
ſucceſs of our Miniſtry would be 
the greareſt Encouragement, We Cah 
have or defire in this World: 


